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AMBULANCE ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE LICENSING, INSPECTION AND

OPERATION OF AMBULANCES: DEFINING TERMS: PROHIBITING THE MAIN-

TENANCE AND OPERATION OF AN AMBULANCE WITHOUT THE APPROPRIATE

LICENSE: PROVIDING FOR THE APPLICATION, STANDARDS AND FEES

FOR THE LICENSING OF AMBULANCES, AMBULANCE DRIVERS, ATTENDANTS,

AND ATTENDANT-DRIVERS: PROVIDING DUTIES FOR THE INSPECTION AND

ISSUANCE OF LICENSES: REQUIRING COMPLIANCE WITH ALL LAWS, ORD~

INANCES AND REGULATIONS: PROVIDING FOR RENEWAL AND REVOCATION

OF LICENSES: PROVIDING PENALTIES: PROVIDING SEPARABILITY: AND

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, BONNEVILLE

COUNTY, IDAHO; BY AUTHORITY OF IDAHO CODE, SECTION 31-714:

SECTION 1. Definitions.--The following words shall,

for the purposes of this ordinance, unless otherwise speci-

fied, have the meaning respectively ascribed to them:

(a) Ambulance: Any privately or publicly owned

motor vehicle that is specifically designed or constructed,

and equipped, and is intended to be used for and is maintained

or operated, for the transportation of wounded, injured or

sick patients, which otherwise comply with the provisions of

this ordinance.

(b) Ambulance operator or Ambulance Business: Any-

one engaging in the business of transporting ill, sick or in-

ured persons, for hire, or who, by advertising, representation

or otherwise, holds himself out.as engaging in such business.
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(c) Attendant: A trained and/or qualified indivi-

dual responsible for the operation of an ambulance and the

care of the patients, whether- or not the attendant also serves

as a driver.

(d) Attendant-Driver: An individual who is

qualified as an attendant and a driver.

(e) Driver: An individual who drives an ambulance,

(f) Patient: An individual who is sick, injured,

or wounded or otherwise incapacitated;qr helpless.

(g) Person: An individual, firm, partnership,

association, corporation, campany, or group of individuals

acting together for a common purpose.or organization of any

kind, including any gövernmental agency ther than the United

States.

(h) Appointed Committee: A committee appointed

annually by the Board of County Commissioners and consisting

of at least the following members:

(1) A licensed physician who is a resident of

the county.

(2) A representative of an agency performing

emergency services. This representative shall

be: The Chief of the fire or police department

in the largest city in the County,'or the Chief.

of the largest rural district fire department

in the County, or the County Sheriff.

(3) A citizen who is a resident of the County.

This citizen shall possess current certification

in first aid, at least through the Advanced

level of the American Red Cross or the equivalent.
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SECTION 2. License Required.--(a) It shall be unlawful

for any person, either as owner, agent or otherwise, to fur-

nish, operate, conduct, maintain, advertise, or otherwise be

engaged in the business or service of the transportation of

patients within Bonneville County, unless he holds a current

license for an ambulance issued pursuant to this ordinance.

(b) It shall be unlawful for an ambulance to be

operated, and no person shall drive, attend or permit it to

be.operated, within Bonneville County, unless the ambulance

shall be under the immediate supervision and direction of a

person who is holding a current, valid license as a driver,

attendant, and/or attendant-driver.

(c) Provided, however, that no license shall be

required for an ambulance, or the driver, attendant or atten-

dant-driver of an ambulance which:

(l) Is operated by the State of Idaho, County

of Bonneville or other government agency.

(2) Is operated from a location or head-

• quarters outside of, and transports patients within who

are picked up beyond the limits of Bonneville County.

(3) Is operated from a location or head-

quarters outside the limits of Bonneville County and either

(a) picks up patients beyond the limits of Bonneville County

to be transported to locations within the County or (b)

picks up patients within Bonneville County to be transported

to locations beyond the limits of Bonneville County, or (c)

in the case of an emergency where no Bonneville County based

ambulance is available, picks up patients within Bonneville

County to be transported to locations within Bonneville County.
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However, no such outside ambulance shall be used to pick

up patients within Bonneville County for transportation to lo-

cations within Bonneville County, unless the driver,-attendant,

and attendant-driver and the ambulance operator hold current,

valid licenses issued pursuant to this Ordinance, except as

noted in (3,c) above.

SECTION 3. APPLICATION FOR AMBULANCE LICENSE.

Application for ambulance licenses shall be made upon

r- forms prepared or prescribed by the Board of Commissioners

and shall contain:

(a) The name and address of the applicant and the owner

of the ambulance.

(b) The trade or other fictitious name, if any, under

which the applicant does business and proposes to do business.

(c) The training and experience of the applicant in the

transportation and care of patients.

(d) A description of each ambulance, including the make,

model, year.of manufacture, motor and chassis numbers, current

State license number, the length of time the ambulance has been

in use; patient compartment dimensions of the. ambulance, cot

and stretcher capacity, list of equipment carried in the ambu-

lance, design and color scheme.of each ambulance.

(e) The location and description of the place or-places

from which it is intended to operate.

(f) Such other information as the Board of- Commissioners

shall deem reasonably necessary.

SECTION 4. STANDARDS FOR AMBULANCE LICENSE LIABILITY

INSURANCE.
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(a) An ambulance operator shall at all times indemnify

and save harmless the County from and for any and all losses,

claims, actions or judgments for damages or injury to persons

or property and losses and expenses caused or incurred by the

ambulance operator and its drivers, attendants, and attendant-

drivers. No ambulance license shall be issued under this Ord-

inance, nor shall license be valid after issuance, nor shall

any ambulance be operated within Bonneville County unless

there is at all times in force and effect insurance coverage

issued by an,insurance company.licensed to do business in the

State of Idaho for each and every.ambulance owned and/or ope-

rated by or for the applicant or licensee, providing the

following minimum limits of liability insurance, in which the

County shall be named as a named insured:

(1) $100,000.00 for property damage to any one person.

(2) $200,000.00 for property damage in any one occ-

urrence;

(3) $250,000.00 for personal injury to any one per-

son; and

(4) $500,000.00 for personal injuries in any one

occurrence.

The lhnits of insurance provided above shall not·be deemed

the limitation of the applicant's or licensee's covenant to

indemnify and save and hold harmless the County, -and if the

County becomes liable for an amount in excess of the insurance

limits herein provided, the applicant or licensee covenants

and/or any of its agents upon whom duties may be imposed by

the Ordinance, agrees to indemnify and save-and hold harmless
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the County from any and all such losses, claims actions, judg-

ments or expenses for damages or injury to persons or property.

SECTION 5. STANDARDS FOR AMBULANCE EQUIPMENT.

(a) The required first aid-patient handling equipment

regularly carried in each ambulance shall be

l elder valve type resuscitator (portable)
1.bag type resuscitator
1.manual operated aspiration device (portable,

minimum of 10" Hg vacuum)
1 oxygen tank (size D, Min.) with regulator, liter

gauge and mask
1 oxygen, tank (size D, min.) spare
1 Orthopedic stretcher (Robinson, Greene, Ferno-

Washington or equivalent)
1 Extrication back splint or half-backboard
1 Hare traction splint
2 Adult size arm splints (one of
2 Adult size leg splints (one of
2 Child size leg splints
4 Sandbags (5 pounds each)
2 Emesis basins

inflatable type)
inflatable type)

l Urinal
l Bed pan
l "Obstetric" kit
2 Plastic or rubber, cot or stretcher covers.
2 Autoclaved and wrapped sheets
1 Blanket for each cot or stretcher
4 Changes of sheets, pillow cases, and towels
3 Pry bars
l Hacksaw
l Boltcutter
l Metal cutting rescue saw, recommended (K-12 type)
l Portable hydraulic kit, recommended (Portapower type)

An attendant's bag (s) which shall contain the following:
l Bandage.shears
2 Flashlights (1 regular and l pencil type)
2 Adult size airways
1 Child size airway
1 Infant size airway
10 Rolls 4-in. autoclaved dressings(Kirlex or equivalent)
2 Rolls 1-in. adhesive tape
2 Rolls 2-in. adhesive tape
6 Tongue depressors(including 2
1 Oxygen face cone, infant size

padded types)

6 Elastic bandages in assorted widths (Ace
3 18-in. pieces -surgical rubber tubing
10 4 x 4 in. pressure dressings
1 .Nose, ear and ·throat syringe
l Infant size bulb syringe

type)

1



l Container (unbreakable), minimum of quart size,
of physiological saline (for irrigation of
wounds, eye wash, nd poision dilution purposes)

4 Packages of universalsantidote
1 Curved hemostat
1 Curved forcep
2 Straight hemostats
2 Straight forceps

(.b) Each anbulance shall be mobile radio,equipped with

the radio (s) operating on a frequency or frequencies author-

ized by the Federal Communications Commission. Direct mobile

radio communication shall be possible between each ambulance

and:

(1) the ambulance dispatcher¿ (2) the Idaho State

Police, (3) the Bonneville County Sheriff's office,

and (4) the Idaho Falls Police.

(c) The Appointed Committee, prior to the issuance of

an æmbulance license, or the renewal thereof, shall inspect

each ambulance to determine the adequacy of equipment carried

in each ambulance along with equipment required by the Idaho

Motor Vehicle Code (siren, red lights, etc.) and shall deter-

mine that each ambulance is in safe and sound mechanical and

operating condition including compliance with State Vehicle

Inspection Laws. In -determining the adequacy of first aid-

patient handling equipment, the Appointed Committee shall

take into consideration, in addition to the list of equip-

ment specified by this ordinance, the list of minimal equip-

ment currently published by the American College of Surgeons

or its authorized Committee on Trauma. In addition to the

inspections required prior to issuance of an ambulance lic-

ense, or the renewal thereof, the Appointed Committee is

authorized to condupt inspections at other reasonable times.
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A report ofs all inspections by the Appointed Committee must

be promptly submitted . to the Board of County Commissioners

following each inspection.

SECTION 6.- Jy?PLICATIONS FOR DRIVER'S,ATTENDANT'S AND

ATTENDANT-DRIVER ' S L ICENSE .

Application for driver's, attendant's and attendant-

driver's licenses hereunder shall be made upon forms pre-

pared or prescribed by the Board of Commissioners No person

shall drive or serve. as a driver, attendant, or attendant-

driver with an ambulance licensed hereunder without first pro-

curing the applicable license from .the County. Each license

application shall contain at -least the following:

(a) The applicant's full name, current residence and

length of - time he has resided n Bonneville County

(b) The applicant's age, marital status and other phys -

cal attributes

(c) Whether he- has ever been convicted of a felony or

a misdemeanor, and, "if so, when and for what cause;

(d) • The applicant's training and experience in the

transportation and care of patients, whether he has previously

been . licensed as a driver , chauffeur attendant or attendant-

driver, and, if so, when, where, and whether his license has

ever been revoked or suspended in any -jurisdiction and for

what cause

(e) Affidavits of good character from two (2) reputable

citizens

(f) Finger prints and photograph to be taken by the

Bonneville County Sheriff ' s Department
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(g) Such other information aus the Board of Commissioners

shall deem reasohably necessary to make a determination of e

compliance with this ordinance.

SECTION 7. STANDARDS FOR DRIVER'S, ATTENDANT'S AND

ATTENDANT-DRIVER'S LICENSE.

(a) The Board of Commissioners shall, within a reason-

able time after -receiving an application as provided for herein,

cause such investigation as he deems necessary to be made of

the applicant for a driver's, attendant's or attendant-driver's

license.

(b) The- Board of Commissioners shall issue a license to

a driver, attendant or attendant-driver hereunder, valid for

a period of one (1) year, unless earlier suspended, revoked

or terminated, when it finds that:

(1) The applicant is not addicted to the use of

intoxicating liquors or narcotics;

(2) The applicant is able to.speak, read, and write

the English language;

(3) The applicant has been found by a duly licensed

physician, upon;examination attested to on a form-provided

by the Board of Commissioners, to be of sound physique, poss-

essing good eyesight (at least correctable to.20-30 vision in

the worst eye.and also having good peripheral vision, depth

perception, and acceptable dark adaptation recovery for night

driving) and free of physical defects or disease which might

impair the ability to drive or attend an ambulance; and

(4) The applicant for a driver, attendant or

attendant-driver license has:
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a. A currently valid certificate evidencing

successful completion of American Red Cross first aid training

at. least through the Advanced level.

b. Certification of successful completion of

a course on rescue-extrication taught by the Idaho falls Fire

Department,

c. Certification of successful completion of

a course on.cardio pulmonary resuscitation taught by an inst-

ructor specified by the Appointed Committee.

(5) The applicant for a driver, or attendant-

driver license has, in addition to the above requirements,

successfullt completed courses on defensive driving and emer-

gency vehicle driving taught by instructors specified by the

Appointed pommittee, and also holds a. currently valid driver's

license from the State of Idaho.

(c) A license of a driver, attendant, or attendant-

driver issued hereunder shall not be assignable or trans-

ferable.

SECTION 8. OPERATIONAL STANDARDS FOR AMBULANCE SERVICE •

No ambulance license shall be issued, renewed or continued

in force unless the ambulance operator shall:

(a) Have a minimum of three acceptable ambulance

units based in the County. One ambulance unit must be no more

than five years old, another unit no more' than ten years old,

and the third unit no more than fifteen years old.

(b) Equip each ambulance to conform with the minimal

standards, -requirements, and regulations provided for herein.

(c) Maintain each ambulance in mechanically safe,

sound and sanitary condition at all times.
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(d) Have a minimum of five licensed drivers, and

five licensed attendants, or ten licensed attendant-drivers

or an acceptable combination thereof, on the ambulance service

staff at all times¿

(e) Have at least two ambulance crews available for

prompt response at all times. Each such crew shall consist of

two appropriately licensed personnel.

(f) Maintain records, on forms specified by the

Board of Commissioners, as follows:

(1) Monthly call report
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

Detailed individual call report
Annual Ambulance Service Report
Daily Equipment Checkof f list
Vehicle Maintenance Log
Patient Collection/Non-Collection Report
Other records and reports as may be required.

SECTION 9. DUTIES OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

(a) The Board of Commissioners shall, within a reasonable

time after receiving an application for an ambulance license as

provided for herein, cause such investigation as it deems nec-

essary to be made of the applicant and his proposed operation.

(b) The Board of Commissioners shall issue a license

hereunder for a specified ambulance to be. valid for a period

of one (1) year, unless earlier suspended, revoked, oi- termi-

nated, when they found that:

(1) The Appointed Committee has caused the ambulance

licensed hereunder to be inspected and found such ambulance

vehicle so licensed to be in proper condition as prescribed

by the applicable provisions of this Ordinance;

(2) The Appointed Committee has certified that the

ambulance equipment meets the minimal requirements prescribed
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by this Ordinance and by which to comply with all applicable

laws, ordinances and regulations relating to health sanitation

and safety

(3) The applicant is a reasonable and proper person

to conduct and operate an ambulance business

4) A sufficient number of duly licensed drivers,

attendants and/or attendant-drivers are employed in such

capacities by the ambulance operator; and

(5) All the requirements of this Ordinance and all

other applicable laws and ordinances have been met.

(c) Prior to the issuance of any ambulance license here

under, the Board of Commissioners shall cause to be inspected

the vehicles, equipment and premises designated in each appli-

cation hereunder to determine compliance with the standards

prescribed by this Ordinance, and no license shall be issued

by the County Clerk unless the Appointed Committee of Bonne-

ville County has certified compliance with the requirements

and standarda of this O dinance.

(d) Subsequent to the issuance of any ambulance license

hereunder, the Board of Commissioners shall cause to be in

spected each licensed ambulance or vehicle and its equipment

and premises whenever they deem such inspection to be nec-

essary. The inspection authorized by this subsection shall

be in addition to any other safety or motor vehicle inspection

required to be made for ambulance or other motor vehicles under

the law or ordinance of the State of Idaho or Bonneville County.

(e) The Board of Commissioners shall determine the need

for additional ambulance operators and shall issue additional
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licenses only if the existing ambulance operators fail to

meet the needs and requirements of Bonneville County.

SECTION 10. LICENSE, FEES, AND DURATION OF LICENSE.

. • All licenses authorized to be issued hereunder shall bear

the date of issue and shall expire on.the anniversary date next

following the date of issue, unless sooner suspended, terminated,

or revoked. The following fees shall be charged by the Bon-

neville County Clerk, which fees shall accompany the appro-

priate application.

(a) Ambulance license for each vehicle $10.00.

(b) Driver's, Attendant's, and Attendant-Driver's
Licenses $1.00.

Any license issued pursuant to the provisions of this

Ordinance may be renewed at the expiration thereof by filing

a proper application, paying the fee required for such license

and provided that the applicant is then qualified to receive a

license, each applicant being required to conform with all the

requirements as upon original licensing.

SECTION ll. SUSPENSION AND REVOCATION OF LICENSE.

(a) Any licensee who shall:

(1) Neglect or refuse to comply with the pro-

visions of the Ordinance, or with the conditions under which

any license shall be issued, or

(2) Who shall violate any of the provisions of any •

Ordinance of this County, or

(3) Who shall violate any provisions of the laws

of the State of Idaho, shall be subject to have his license

suspended or revoked. The County Clerk, upon order by the

Board of Commissioners, shall give notice of the suspension
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or revocation tö the holder· of any license issued hereunder,

which notice shall set forth specifically the facts supporting

the charges or grounds for which the license was suspended or

revoked, and such notice shall,be served on the holder of such

l(cense. The notice of suspension or revocation shall desig-

nat the time and place that a hearing will be held before the

Board of Commissioners. If 'the Commissioners find that the

basis of either the suspension or revocation is substantiated,

the license shall be suspended or revoked. If such license

is suspended, th license and all evidence thereof shall be

surrendered by the holder of such license and shall be held

by the County Clerk until the end of the period of suspension;

and in the event the license is revoked, the holder shall be

ineligible to obtain another license until granted by the

Board of Commissioners.

(b) Upon notice of suspension or revocation of an

ambulance license hereunder, operations shall cease with such

embulance; upon notice of suspension or revocation of a driver's,

attendant's,or attendant-driver's license, such driver, atten-

dant, or attendant-driver shall cease to drive .or attend an

ambulance, and no person shall employ or permit such individual

to drive or attend an ambulance.

SECTION 12. COMPLIANCE.

In addition to the provisions of the Ordinance, all lic-

enees hereunder shall comply with all applicable laws, ordi-

nances, and regulations now in force or hereafter enacted

governing the operation of motor vehicles upon highways, streets,

alleys, and other public ways.
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SECTION 13. PUNISHMENT.

Any person violating the provisions of this Ordinance

shall, upon conviction thereof / be punished by a fine not ex-

ceeding Three Hundred Dollars (#300.00) or imprisonment in the

County Jail not exceeding thirty (30) days, or both such fine

and imprisonment.

SECTION 14. SEPARABILITY-

If any provision of this Ordinance, or application thereof,

is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provi-

sions or applications of this Ordinance which can be given

effect without the invalid provision or application, and to

this end the provisions of this Ordinance are separable.

SECTION 15. EFFECTIVE DATE,

This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from

and after its passage, approval and publication.

DATED THIS 9th day of July, 1970


